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exert, that a sparrow could scarcely twitter
its tail in Peshawar without men discerning
in it the hand of the masterful Viceroy.
But in truth the influence exerted by a
bureaucratic head is very real. Provincial
governors, themselves arch-bureaucrats,
hail with avidity ideas in harmony with
their own when enunciated with all the
authority that hedges the regent of the
King; they can now give full reign to their
secret inclinations, from which the last
checks are removed. Certainly this was
the case in Burma. The Lieutenant -
Governor of the province under Lord
Curzon was Sir Herbert White, a typical
Secretariat-trained official, of exceptional
ability and kindly presence, but marred by
the limitations insuperable from his up-
bringing, His tenure of office was sig-
nalized, not only by the retrograde Village
Act already noted, but by an abortive Bill
to render the villagers responsible for the
defalcations of their headman. The
avowed object of this unjust measure was
to save officials the trouble of taking
security. Other legislation, happily